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R e cre a tion a nd O pe n Space

O ctob e r 2018

City of Wharton
Wharton County, Texas

Th e  m a ps  a nd docum e nts  include d in th is  pla nning  s tudy a re  to b e  us e d for 
com pre h e ns ive  pla nning  purpos e s  only a s  re fe re nce  m a te ria l provide d for 
la ype rs ons , wh e th e r th e y a re  pub lic officia ls  or m e m b e rs  of th e  g e ne ra l pub lic. 
R e com m e nda tions  for infra s tructure  im prove m e nts  in th is  s tudy, wh ich  a re  
de rive d from  e ng ine e ring  s tudie s , or proje ct cos t e s tim a te s  pre pa re d by 
a n e ng ine e r, a re  cite d a s  s uch . Unde r no circum s ta nce s  s h ould m a te ria l 
conta ine d with in th is s tudy re g a rding  im prove m e nts to th e  City’s infra s tructure
b e  cons true d a s  a de ta ile d e ng ine e ring  pla n,s pe cification, e ng ine e ring  de s ig n, 
or a ny oth e r type  of docum e nt inte nde d for th e  purpos e  of s pe cific pub lic 
work construction. Th e  m unicipa lity a nd/or g ove rning  a g e ncy is  re s pons ib le  
for ob ta ining  th e  s e rvice s  of a lice ns e d profe s s iona l e ng ine e r to pe rform  
e ng ine e ring  de s ig n s e rvice s  for th e  cons truction of pub lic works  proje cts 
a s  re quire d by Th e  Te xa s  Eng ine e ring  Pra ctice  Act.
Th e  lot, rig h t-of-way, corpora te  a nd e xtrate rritoria l juris diction b ounda rie s  
de picte d on th e s e  m a ps  we re  de rive d from  re a dily ava ila b le  inform a tion s uch  
a s  e xisting  corpora te  m a ps , Ce ns us  m a ps , or pla t m a ps  from  th e  County 
Cle rk or Appra is a l Dis trict a nd a re  re pre s e ntationa l in na ture . Locations  a nd 
ch a ra cte riza tions  of infra s tructure , fa cilitie s , a nd s tructure s  de picte d on th e s e  
m a ps  a re  a pproxim a te . Th e  City a nd Gra ntWorks, Inc. do not inte nd to 
e s ta b lis h  or confirm  true  a nd le g a l b ounda rie s  or e xa ct locations  of ph ys ica l 
ob je cts with  th e s e  m a ps  a nd do not wa rra nt or a pprove  th e  us e  of th e s e  m a ps  
for a ny purpos e  oth e r th a n g e ne ra l re fe re nce  a nd inform a tion. 

Disclaimer

GrantWorks, Inc.
2201 Northland Drive,  Austin, TX  78756

Phone (512) 420-0303   Fax (512) 420-0302 
FINANCED THROUGH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
Preparation of this document was financed through provisions of a 
Texas Community Development Block Grant from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. 
This illustration was created using the best available data. Subsequent 
additions, edits, & georectification performed by Grantworks, Inc.

2018-2021 2022-2024 2025-2028

1 Develop a shared-resources plan with W harton ISD and other com m unity partners to ensure all available area facilities are properly 
m aintained and can be utilized year-round. X City < $1,000 (legal) GEN; ISD; W CJC; W GS; W Y S; Local

CITY  W IDEEstablish a voluntary park donation fund for m aintenance, repair, upgrade of city park s, neighborhood mini-park s, and play lots.  Solicitation could be added to city utility bill. X City < $1,000 GEN
CITY  W IDESchedule creation of new Park s Master Plan. X City $10,000 GEN; CDBG
CITY  W IDEBudget sufficient funds for park m aintenance and for on-going facility developm ent. X X X City $350,000+ GEN; EDC
CITY  W IDESchedule biennial review of the Park s Master Plan and update priority list as needed. Solicit new public input every five (5) years. X X X City < $1,000 GEN
CITY  W IDEConduct biennial review of a shared-resources plan with W harton and com m unity partners to ensure all available area facilities are well-m aintained and can be utilized year-round. X X X City < $1,000 GEN; ISD; W CJC; W GS; W Y S; Local 

CITY  W IDEAdopt updated subdivision ordinance with m andatory park land dedication. X City < $1,000 (legal) GEN
CITY  W IDEDevelop policy to educate public regarding benefits of private donation of land to be used for park s, greenbelts, and open space.  X City < $1,000 GEN 

2 Establish R iverfront Park  concept planning as a k ey subject for further review, study, and recom m endation by CC Park s & R ecreation 
Com m ittee and W harton Econom ic Developm ent Corporation; continue discussions until a concept plan is finalized. X City; EDC Staff GEN 

3 Apply for funding in fall 2020 to the TPW D Local Park s Sm all Com m unity R ecreation Program  to improve Harris Park X City V ariable GEN

4
Conduct “com m unity work  day” at park s to accom plish a portion of developm ent using volunteer labor. R em ove debris and 
dilapidated equipm ent from  all park areas. Task s can include site preparation, clean-up, and preliminary construction task s. Seek  
volunteers from  residents, City Staff, com m unity service work ers, EDC, school district, religious and civic groups, etc..

X X City <$1,000 GEN; Local

5 Construct improvem ents to Harris Park , including at least three (3) general use/soccer fields, one (1) light activity area, picnic tables 
with BBQ grills, and park benches as appropriate. X   X City $75,000 (or 50% m atch of TPW D 

grant funds) GEN; EDC; TPW D (Total grant and m atch not to exceed $150,000)

6 Install passive activity areas that can be enjoyed by elderly residents (such as horseshoes or dom ino/card tables) at Harris Park , 
and/or elsewhere as appropriate. X City $2,000/per GEN; EDC

7 Install inclusive play activities (such as “scent or sensory garden”) and inclusive playground equipm ent that can be enjoyed by 
children with physical disabilities at Harris Park , and/or elsewhere as appropriate. X City $2,000/per  GEN; EDC

CITY  W IDEDevelop m aster plan for W harton Pathway Connections sidewalk /trails network . X City V ariable GEN
8 Apply to TPW D R ecreational Trails Fund (January 2025) and/or to TxDOT-Transportation Alternative Program  to extend Santa Fe Trail 

through Mayfair Park , and/or elsewhere as specified in the W harton sidewalk /trails network  m aster plan. X City V ariable GEN
9 Apply for funding in fall 2025 to the TPW D Sm all Com m unity R ecreation Program  to improve Mayfair Park . X City V ariable GEN

CITY  W IDEEncourage developm ent of other indoor activities typically operated by private businesses such as a m ovie theater, bow ling alley, roller-sk ating rink, gym nastics/twirling center, and indoor rodeo facilities. X City Staff GEN; Cham ber; EDC; Local

CITY  W IDEEncourage developm ent of other outdoor activities typically operated by private businesses such as a sk ate park, equestrian facilities, miniature golf, bicycle m otor-cross, and a m ountain bik e trail. X City Staff GEN; Cham ber; EDC; Local

10 Extend Santa Fe Trail through Mayfair Park  and/or elsewhere as specified in the W harton sidewalk /trails network  m aster plan. X City Up to $240,000 + TxDOT Funds 
(variable)

GEN; EDC: TPW D (City contribution would be up to $40,000 as 
20% of m atch); TxDOT-TA (20% m atch required)

11 Construct improvem ents to Mayfair Park  according to facility needs in the updated Park s Master Plan. X City Up to $75,000 (or 50% m atch of 
TPW D grant funds) GEN; EDC; TPW D (total grant and m atch not to exceed $150,000)

12 Continue R iverfront Park  concept planning discussion until a concept plan is finalized. X X X City; EDC Staff GEN 

13
Continue program m ing and festivals at W harton park s. Festivals and events provide diverse activities not norm ally available in the 
park and enhance the usefulness of the facilities.  These events can also highlight the com m unity’s cultural diversity or offer special 
events such as kite-flying contests or bik e-a-thons.  Earm ark  any proceeds from  activities for use in park improvem ent projects.

X X X City, EDC $5,000 - $10,000 GEN; Local

CITY  W IDEStart annual Tree Planting Campaign; plant 10 trees per year. Prioritize public spaces and thoroughfares. X City < $1,000 per year GEN; Local
CITY  W IDEConduct cleanup of vacant lots and improvem ents to property with frontage on thoroughfares. Establish annual “com m unity work  day” to accom plish a portion of related projects. X City < $1,000 per year GEN, EDC; Local, TDA-DR P; TxDOT 

CITY  W IDEDevelop exhibits at park facilities and floodplain areas to foster nature appreciation and to educate visitors about local flora, fauna, and geology. This can include com m unity gardens and/or xeriscape gardens. X   City $2,000 GEN; Local

CITY  W IDEDevelop native grass and garden areas along floodplain to preserve habitat and support natural functioning of floodplain. Encourage residents to do the sam e on private property. X City $2,000 GEN; Local
CITY  W IDEDedicate open space and natural areas to limit future floodplain developm ent and to ensure that unique features are preserved. X City V aries by program GEN; Local
CITY  W IDEContinue annual “com m unity work  day” to accom plish a portion of projects related to cleanup of vacant lots and improvem ents to properties with frontage on thorough-fare, as well as park s improvem ents. X X X City < $1,000 GEN; Local; TDA-DR P
CITY  W IDEContinue annual Tree Planting Campaign; plant 10 trees per year. Prioritize public spaces and thoroughfares. X X X City < $1,000 per year GEN; Local

Goal 10.1 Maintain recreation facilities in good condition.

Goal 10.2 Improve existing recreation facilities to permit and encourage additional use and construct new facilities that fulfill residents’ expressed needs and bring the city more up to standard.

Goal 11.3 Establish ongoing maintenance and improvements to open spaces and highway right-of-way to demonstrate local pride and attract visitors, investors, and new residents.

Goals & Objectives Activity Year(s) Lead 
Organization Cost Estimate Funding Sources

S ources: GEN = City of W harton Municipal Funds; CDBG = Com m unity Developm ent Block Grant Program; EDC = City of W harton Economic Developm ent Corporation (4B); ISD = W harton ISD; Local = Donations from private citiz ens, organiz ation, and local businesses; TDA DR P = Texas Departm ent of Agriculture Downtown 
R evitaliz ation Program; TPW D = Texas Park s & W ildlife Departm ent; TxDOT = Texas Departm ent of Transportation S tatewide Transportation Enhancem ent Grants, Transportation Alternative Program; W CJC = W harton County Junior College; W GS = W harton Girls S oftball Club; W Y S  = W harton Y outh S occer Club

Map ID


